CHAPTER VII

MOLIERE

IT is strange how little is often known about the
greatest men. Experts are uncertain when Homer
lived, and doubtful whether he was an individual or
a sort of literary syndicate. Shakespeare's life is
notoriously obscure, The chronological order of his
plays is still not established beyond question and
lack of biographical details has encouraged the growth
of the most fantastic theories.

Moliere has been somewhat better served. Con-
temporary doggerel chronicles make definite, if
uncritical references to his plays, and the dates of
production together with the box office receipts are
preserved in the register kept by his fellow actor La
Grange. Even so, rumour has been busy with his
name. He has not suffered, like Shakespeare, the
indignity of having his plays ascribed to somebody
else. But the wildest statements have been circulated
about his private life, and one absurd report identified
him with the celebrated f Man in the Iron Mask/
It would be as well, therefore, to make clear the outline
of a career, which has been much blurred by ill-
founded gossip and wilful misrepresentation.

Jean-Baptiste Poquelin was certainly baptised, and
probably born, on Jan. 15$!, 1622. When he was
nine, his father, an upholsterer by trade, acquired
by purchase from his elder brother the post of tapissier
du ra> an office giving the holder access to the court,
since he was responsible for the king's bed-furnishings
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